the Teſtimony of the Aﬀembly of Paſtors'of the Maſſachuſetts Bay | 


the State of Religion in theſe Parts, ſhow the great Prevalence. 8 -þ 
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reſpecting Religion, and the Teachers of it. | 
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N HER EAS the Paſtors of this Land at their two wn 
* laſt Meetings, have bore at one Time their Tels, 
2 W timony againſt Errors and Diſorders, prevailing "i 
XS | . among us, and at the other Time have bore their 
9 open and conjunct Teſtimony to the ſignal Diſ- = 
ALIEN play of God's Grace, and the late plentiful Effu- 
ſions of the divine Spirit among us; And'whereas, 


in New-England,” and the Teſtimony of the Aſſembly of Paſſats Y 
of Churches in New-England, are publiſh'd from different Ptin 
ciples, Sentiments and Deſigns, give contradictory Accounts f YR 


the weak and unſtable, and thereby to throw us into Co 
oy | A | 3 — * 


** 


4 
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and Diviſions ; And whereas, they have a Tendency to ſet the 
Laity of this Province in a very diſadvantageous Light in diſ- 
tant Parts, whereby Foreigners will be apt to entertain a con- 
temptible Opinion of them; And whereas, every Layman is un- 
der indiſpenſable Obligations to check Error, and to promote 
Truth, to the utmoſt of his Power, and to withſtand to the Face 
thoſe that are Promoters (when by their Offices they ought to be 


Oppoſers ) of fallacious Pretences to the divine Influence, left 
any ſhonld be carried away by their Diflimulation : It hath 


ſeem'd proper to us a Number of Laymen of this Province (from - 


a Deſire of publiſhing the Truth as diſintereſted Perſons, which 
Miniſters are not, and in order to ſet our Characters right in 
Foreign Parts, and in Imitation of the venerable Convention 
and Aflembly of Paſtors ) to give our open and conjunct Teſti- 
mony and Advice, reſpecting the State of Religion, and the 
Teachers of it in this Province. „ N 


In order to which we ſnall conſider the grand Icinerant, or 
the Rev'd Batchelor of Arts, and his Second's coming here; 


relate their and the Paſtors Conduct and Behaviour, during the 


Time they were here; ſet forth the State of Religion in this 
Province when they firft came and at this Time; and then con- 
clude with our Advice to the Paſtors | 


The grand Itinerant came here in September 1740. and with 
indefatigable Induftry and unwearied Diligence, travell'd thro' 


this Province preaching,” begging, and collecting from Town to 
Town: Soon after he left us, he ſent us his Second, who tarried 
longer with us than his Maſter did, and in Imitation of him 
reach'd in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, ſo that in ſhore Buſineſs 


: 


eem'd for a Time almoſt to be laid aſide. 


But to be particular, 


The Reverend Batchelor of Arts his Name andCharaRer were 


very great among us before his Arrival, and he had made ſuch - 


a Noiſe and Buſtle both in _—y and America, that the Expec- 
tations of the People and theirCuriofity were very much rais'd 
both to fee him, and hear him Preach, more eſpecially as he 
was an ordain'd Miniſter of the Church of England, and gave 
che preference to the Dillenters 81,2775 | 
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Tho' he was a Man but of a weak Mind, little Learning, and 
no Argument, yet by means of a ſomewhat crafty Improvement 
of the advantageous Circumſtances and Character under which 


he arriv'd, and by his being ſomewhat of an Orator, and aſſu- 


ming an over- ſanctified Behaviour, by great Diligence, and by 
preaching frequently memoriter, and with a Vehemence unuſual 
to the People of this Province, he gain'd upon their Paffions, 
and thereby wheedled himſelf into their good Affections. 


Now. the Leaders of the Party-zealot Paſtors (who were 
rigid Favourers of the Doctrines of Calviniſm, by way of Emi- 
nence call'd the Doctrines of Grace) having obſerved for ſome 
Years paſt, that Freedom of Inquiry had very much prevail'd 
among the People, more eſpecially among the Students at the 
Colleges ; and that of late Years many had us'd themſelves to 
examine with Candor what Evidence any Opinion or Princi- 


ple had to ſupport and prove its Truth; that they rejected and 


exploded all Opinions and Doctrines that were themſelves ab- 


ſurd, or that had but weak and lame Proofs to maintain them; 


and that by means of certain valuable Books wrote by ſome of 
the ableſt and beft Men in the Nation, Bigotry, Superſtition, 
and an implicit Faith to what the Clergy ſaid were confidera- 


bly worn off, and were every Day more and more dying away; 
and knowing that as much as Bigotry, Superftition, & e. wore 
off, and Freedom of Inquiry and Demands for the Proof of 


Doctrines advanc'd and taught, took Place and increas'd, by ſo 
much muſt their Influence and the Calviniſtical Principles and 
Doctrines of Grace ſubſide and die away: And remarking the 


favourable Opinion the People in general had for and the great 
Regard they bore to the Rev'd Batchelor of Arts, they thought 
the moſt likely and probable Way to promote and revive their 
Party, and their religious Tenets, (which at this Time were at 


very low ebb] and to ſet themſelves at the Head both of Paſtors 


and People, was to ſecure and bring him over to their Intereſt, 


and to engage Him of their ſide. With his Intent they en- 


2 him, invited him from Time to Time into their Pul- 
pits, follow'd him to hear him proven, ſpoke highly of him and 


of his Deſigns; yea they teceiy d him as an Angel ſent from 
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The grand Itinerant ( finding they were proper Perfons' for 


his purpoſe, and thinking by their means he might encourage 


the bigotted and weak part of the Laity to be more laviſh in 
their Donations to him) engag'd heartily with them, and us d 
his beſt Endeavours to ſerve them and their cauſe. | He pro- 
nouncd them converted, and their Oppoſers unconverted; and 
in all his Sermons and Diſcourſes he inculcated and taught (as 
tar as he knew and was acquainted with the Scheme) Calviniſm, 
by them fondly term'd the Doctrines of Grace; He conſtantly 
preach d up and inſiſted upon theſe Doctrines being the true 
genuine Tenets of Chriſtianity, and urg'd the Neceſſity of be- 
Heving them in order to obtain Salvation. He rail'd againſt 
Arminians, &c. without knowigg why, or wherefore, He damn'd 
the great and good Dr. Tillotſon, Clark, &c. and their Works, 
not being acquainted with, but, intirely ignorant of their Prin, 
Ciples. He exclaim'd againſt che Colleges and the Directors. 
of them. He endeayour'd to conquer and ſupprels his and their 
mortal dreaded Foe and Enemy, viz. REASON ; by repreſent- 
ing of it as carnal and naturally at Enmity with God and Re- 
ligion: And to ſhow his willingneſs to do all that lay in his 
Power to ſerve them and their Cauſe, he carried Things to a 
very great degree of extravagance, yea he even outranted and 
ſurpriz'd them themſelyes, - aſſerting, that Man who is made 
upright and in the Image of God, is naturally half Beaſt, half 
Devil; and that he that could not remember the Time when he 
' hated God, 1: e: was a Devil, could not be ſaved : The People 
in general (being greatly prejudic'd in his Favour and yeilding 
an implicic Faith to what he ſaid) greedily embraced theſe Te- 


nets and Principles, he having ſtrongly inſiſted upon their being 


true ſcriptural Doctrines of Grace, and entertain'd an highOpi- 
nion of thoſe, Paſtors who were recommended by this young 
Divine, as ſound in the Faith and as converted; but were greatly 
diſaffected towards, and harbour d unreaſonable and uncharitable 
Prejudices againſt even thoſe of their Brethren whom they did 
but ſulpect as unbelievers of theſe Doctrines, and againſt thoſe 
who they thought did not reverence this Stripling: As it was 


the leading Party. zealot Paſtors turn now to ſerve and aſſiſt this 


Rev d It inerant rof the good Offices he had done them, and as 
they intended to be mutually benefited and aſſiſted they. went 
hand in hand; and the Paſtors reſoly d at all hazards to TON 


him, hoping thereby to ſerve themſelves and theirCauſe, With 
this view they endeavoured to facilitate and bring about all his 
Deſigns ; yea even his ultimate View and End of coming into 


this Province, ( viz. the draining of the Purſes of the People ) 
they promoted and puſh'd forward to the utmoſt of their power; 


for they publickly pray'd to Gop for him, that he would 


ſtrengthen and enable him to go through what he propos d, and 
that it would pleaſe God to open the Hearts of the People, that 
they might contribute freely towards theSupport of the Orphan- 
Houſe, which they in their Sermons, e&c. repreſented as a glo- 
rious and Charitable Undertaking, and try'd by all Ways and 
Means to work upon the Paſſions of the People. They ſeaſon- 
ably gave publick Notice when there would be Contributions 
for ſaid Houſe, that the People might not come unprepar d; 
and alſo ſignified that there were Places appointed for the recep- 
tion of any ſort of Goods, where Perſons who could not raiſe 
Money might ſend Braziery Ware, &c, deligning to colle& for 
him, and to impoſe upon the People by all manner of mean Ar- 
tifices and Cunning. Thus this Rev'd Youth ſucceeded far bet- 
ter and carried away much larger Sums of Money, than even he 
himſelf expected, ſo that pleas d with his unexpected good For- 
tune he went away, and in return for the good Services theſe 
leading Paſtors had done him he ſent them his Second, as a pro- 
per Perſon to back and ſupport what he had done, and to carry 
Things to yet greater lengths: To enable him to anſwer his De- 
ſigns he highly extoJl'd and greatly recommended him; and tho 
he was no Orator, had neither Senſe, Argument, nor good Stile 
in his Diſcourſes, had nothing in him that was engaging, or 
that could recommend him to ſenſible and ingenious Perſons, 


yet ſuch was the prevailing Infatuation, that only by his being 


thus recommended by this ſtroling Divine, by his own Confi- 
dence, and by the leading party-zealot Paſtors? joyning in with 
him and countenancing of him (expecting thereby to ſerve them 
ſelves and their Cauſe) he gain'd a very great Aſcendant over 

the people in general; © e 1 


Things being thus ſituated reſpecting the Rev: Batchelot, or 
grandltineirant and his Second, the leading Party, zealot Paſtors 


and the Lait in general: The other Paſtors ( excepting ſome 


tew ingenous and ſenſible Ones, who perceiv'd their Drift, and 
the 


that and the other Miniſter, Unconverted, Phariſee, Dead, dry 


them, that the Oppoſition was too late to prevent the coming 


Party-Zeal and Rage were almoſt entirely ſubſided and worn off 


have obtained very much of late; Formerly the People could 


ther upon thes Account. Formerly the People did not pretend 


ſuch a pretence has obtain'd to a monſtrous Degree, cenſuring 
and condemning one another as Unconverted, as Phariſees, and 


pion The People now are not ſo kind, are not 2 juſt and 
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the pernicions Conſequences that would follow) thinking it 
would be dangerous to oppoſe either this Rev. Stripling or his 
Second, countenanced them and were aſſiſting to them: But ſe. 
when they encouraged Lay-Exhorters, and pronounc'd this, In 


Bones, and ſetled upon bis Lees; and they ſaw that the People in of 
general yielded an implicit Faith to what they ſaid, then ſome Ms 
of them apprehended themſelves to be in Danger and began 
to oppole them ; but they had gain'd ſuch Strength and Ground 
by the Encouragement and Aſſiſtance which had been given 


of that Uneaſineſs, Jarring, Diviſions, Diſcontent, uncharitable 
cenſuring and judging one another's Hearts and Thoughts, Se- 
poencions, cc. which have ſo greatly prevail'd, and Continue 
o to do to this Day. | 


Now let anyOne who knows anyThing of theState ofReligi- 
on before and ſince the coming of the grandltinerant and hisse- 
cond into thisProvince,recolle&t & compare them together: For 


among the Laity before they came here; but while they were 
here and ſince their Departure, they have been higher than ever 
was known in this Country, Formerly the Laity were not re- 
markable for their ſpiritual Pride and Oftentation ; but they 


bear with each other in CHarity when they differ'd inOpinion, 
but they now break Fellowſhip and Communion with one ano- 


to know and judge the Hearts of their Neighbours ; but lately 


as thofe that are unacquainted with vital Piety and true Reli. 


enevolent, are not ſo great lovers of their Brethren, of Peace 
and Unity, do not mind their Callings and Occupations ſo 
much; but detra& more from their Neighbours Characters and 
Reputations; and do not Worſhip GOD with ſo much order and 
decege bs formerly. Thoſe that are Impartial, and tho' but 
the leaſt, acquainted among us, may readily form a Judgment of 


the Fauth of theſe Things, by comparing che former and pre 2 
| | OBE ent 


Tt | (-7 : ) 
But ſent Behaviour and Temper of Perſons in general, and dy look - 
his Ming into the Congregations of this Province and obſerving the 
' Diſorders, irreverent Behaviour of the People: during the Time 
of divine Service, the Uneaſineſs,vgainſt Paſtors whom they 
judge to be Unconverted, the Separations, &. that have pre- 
vail'd in them. By ſuch a Compariſon every unprejudic d Per- 
ſon muſt eaſily and certainly ſee, that pure Religion arid unde- 
fil'd before GOD and the Father flouriſh'd more, and that Diſ- 
orders, Diviſions, Errors, Confuſions, and an antichriſtian apd 


abe uncharitable Spirit prevail'd leſs formerly, than they do now. 
— Thus that which originated from a Party aſpiring Spirit 


2mong ſome of our Paſtors, threw the Land into great Confu- 
ions and Diviſions for a Time, and Had like to have occaſion'd 
almoſt an univerſal Deluge of Ignorance, 'party-Spiricedneſs; 


Pigotry, Nonſence, &-c. over this Proyince ; but yet Thanks 
Fot to GOD, by his Blefling accompanying the Prudence and Cir- 
n of Numſpection of the ingenious and ſenſible Part of the Laity, the 
were Torrent is ſtem'd, the Foaming is abaredj—and Things are re- 


urning into their former Channels, whereby freedom Inquiry 


el | : 

g gp prevails more, and the evidences or Proofs of the Truth of Prin- 
they iples and Doctrines advanc'd and taught, are more demanded 
ould Mod ſought-after, and Bigoty and an implicit Faith, prevails leſt 


mow among many, than they did even before the coming of 
he grand Itinerant: And it is hop'd that free Inquiries, &. 


tend May prevail yet more and more. Thus it hatff pleasd GO D, 
ately In great Mercy to us, to bring Good out of Evil. 

ing : TY | 5 ; 0% 
and After this Teſtimony we proceed to our Advice to the Paſto of 
Reli #5is Province, which now very naturally and properly offers it 


it ſelfeto gon Reverend Gentlemen. 


Since then, Reverend Gentlemen, We have ſeen as above rela · 


ns ſo 

and ſied what unhappy Effects and ill Conſequences the coming of 

r and he Srand Itinerant and his Second into this Province has been 

„ but tended with by your Encouragement and Aſſiſtanee, we cau- 

nt eien Jou not to be over- forward for the future in encouraging 

pte. | Strangers, but be well-acquainted with them and know their 
lem {£11895 before you recommend and aſſiſt them. We adviſe 


ou neyer to depart from the Candle of the Lord implanted - 
| | in 
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in you. viz. Your Reaſon ; and never again to encourage ſuch 
as are direct Oppoſers of it, as the Rev. Batchelor and his Se- 
cond were. We warn you to endeayour to be reconcil'd to 
and acquainted with Reaſon, though at preſent the greateſt Foe 
and Enemy which ſome of you have. We exhort you to ob- 
ſerve Order and Decency in all your Debates with one ano- 
ther, and not to Quarrel with nor to publiſh any Thing againſt 
each other, nor expoſe your Weakneſles and Foibles, left you 
thereby bring your ſelves into Contempt with the - Populace, 
for a Houſe divided againſt it ſelf ſhall not ſtand, We admo- 
niſh you to ſtudy the Holy Scriptures with an honeft ſincere 
Deſire of learning what is the. true Senſe and Meaning of thoſe 
ſacred Oracles of GOD, and not to take up with any particu- 
lar Scheme, or Syſtem, and then look into the Bible for ſome 
reticular Paſlages, and wreft and torture them to ſupport your 
ypotheſis. We adviſe you to be aſſiduous in and labour after 
the Acquirement of Knowledge, that you may be able to gives 
Reaſon of the Hope that is in you with Meekneſs and Fear: That 


| tg may not be forc'd in order to ſtop the People's Demands 


9 


or your proving what you advance, and to ſupport and'maintain 
your Principles and Doarines, to be poſitive, cenforious and 
dogmatical, and that you may not dread the free Inquiry of the 
Laity into Things and their Requeſts for the Proof of the Truth 
of what you aſſert and teach. We exhort you to: preach the 
ſacred Scriptures in their original Simplicity, iz: Demonſtration 


of the Spirit and of Power z and with plainneſs; endeavour to be 


conſiſtent in your Diſcourſes: Don't ſet out upon Calviniſtical 
Tenet, and conclude upon Arminian Principles, whereby the for- 
mer Part is contradictory to the latter; and conſider well with 
your ſelves what Principles are rational and what not, and ſtick 
to thoſe that are rational; We adviſe you to throw aſide che 
uſe of Technical 8 Syſtematical Terms, by means of which net- 
ther you your ſelves, nor your Hearers know what you mean; 
and after you have been talking and preaching for an Hour to- 
gether, your Auditors are by no means improv*d, but are great- 
ly puzzled to gueſs whether you would be at any Thing or not. 
We admoniſh you to eonfine your ſelves to the Holy Scriptures, 
Reaſon, Argument and good Senſe; and in all your Diſcourſes 


to inform theUnderſtanding and convince the Judgment of your 


Hearers ; and not to endeavour to be apiſh Imitators of Foreign-— 
| | | ers; 
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ers: And whatever you teach and preach to others, be tho- 
roughly perſwaded cf the Truth of it your ſelves ; and deli - 
ver it with that manly Fteedom and Confidence which the 
Importance of thoſe Things which concern our Souls demands; 
and then your Geſtures and Action, which are now awkward, 
uncouth and inſipid, will be agreable and engaging: And con- 
ſider, That there are among the Laity thoſe who are well-ac- 
quainted with and have taken great Pains to underſtand the 
true Senſe of the Holy-Scriptures, and are competent Judges 
of Reaſon and good Argument; and are not to he turn/d off 
with bombaſt Fuſtian or Cant. We adviſe, you not to con- 
rern yourſelves with thoſe Things that are foreign to your 
Callings, but to act in your proper Spheres, and to endeavour 
after a faithful Diſcharge of the Important Duties of your Offi- 
ces. We exhort and deſire you to behave like honeſt Men; to 
be Courageous, to oppoſe Errors, to promote Truth and to 
make a Stand for it, tho you thereby riſque your Salaries: We 
adviſe you to be content with acting as the Diſciples of the 
meek and lowly FESUS ought to do, and to put off all lordl7 
and aſſuming Airs, and to deport your ſelves with chriſtian 
Humility, whereby you'l gain the Love of the Laity , 


x Fr: 47 1 4 


| We remain, „ LY SOT 
Bo a Reverend Gentlemen, x To 
5 Ready at all Times to adviſe Jou agreable to Truth, 81 
11 ad moni ſh you when you depart from it, 7 = * 5 
And to defend you as far a you have it of your Side, 


Y our moſt humble Servants, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Ti: being no Place ſeaſonably Au 
where our Brethren who live at a Diſtance 8 
ki and could not attend this Interview, might 
| | fend their Letters of Atteſtation, &c. This 
F is to deſire thoſe of them that heartily con- 
ſent with our Deſign, to ſend their Lettetz 
to the Author of the Chriftian Hiſtory; for 
pron the perulal of it we are fully convinc'd a 
y the fuſtian and inſignificant Stuff with 
in; Mr it is fill'd, that che Author is much 
puzzl'd for want of good Materials: We 
therefore think it an Act of Charity for our 
1 Brethren to fend theirLetters to ſaid Author, 
3 ſo chat for a little while he may have ſome- 
thing that is valuable: o * in ſaid Chri- 


tian Hiſtory. 
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